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DIOCESAN APPEAL PRAYER 

Generous and loving God, 

you call us to be disciples of your Son Jesus 

and good stewards of your many gifts. 
 

Open our minds and hearts 

to a greater awareness and deeper 

appreciation of your countless blessings. 
 

Transform us through the power of your 

Spirit to nurture a stewardship way of life 

marked by faith-filled prayer, service to our 

neighbor, and generous sharing. 
 

Teach us to be faithful servants of your gifts. 

With Mary’s help, may we return ten-fold 

the gifts entrusted to us. 
 

We pray this through Christ, our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 

    - Bishop Robert Morneau 
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NEW FOR 2021/22 

• The Diocesan Appeal is a response of living as 

Christ’s disciple to Receive, Cultivate, Share!  This 

year we will focus SHARE. 

• Sharing the impact of your gifts in Bishop’s letter 
and in the November/December issue of the West 
Nebraska Catholic magazine. 

• We have revamped the parish incentive program 
to including bigger cash prizes for reaching the 
dollar and donor goal by specific dates.  There will 
no longer be ticket incentives.  
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BISHOP’S LETTER TO PARISHIONERS 
 

I want to thank you for your support, and share my excitement about the future of our 

diocese….. 

 

Despite all the challenges in the past year, we have seen a well-spring of faith rise up in our 

diocese.  Your support is making a difference.  I would like to share a few highlights that 

wouldn’t be possible without you.   

 

• Seven young men have graciously answered the call to the priesthood. Your support 

is fueling a resurgence of priestly vocations in our diocese.   

• We are in the process of restructuring our diaconate formation program. This fall, 

we have 10 men beginning formation – the largest group ever.  Your support 

ensures their highest quality education.    

• Our Newman Centers in Kearney and Chadron are growing and will minister to 

hundreds of college students this year. Your support is keeping our young adults 

engaged in the faith at a critical stage in their lives.   

• Our youth programs have rebounded strongly after cancellations last year.  We have 

been working diligently to increase participation in youth events. Your support is 

helping our youth encounter Christ. 

 

There is more to celebrate in our diocese than I can list here.  We have also highlighted 

several critical ministries that rely on your support in the November/December issue of 

our West Nebraska Catholic magazine that will reach your mailbox soon. You can read the 

digital version of the magazine at www.gidiocese.org. 

 

Saint Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6:18-19, “Tell them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 

generous, ready to share, thus accumulating as treasure a good foundation for the future, so 

as to win the life that is true life.”   

 

Will you help me keep this momentum going for our seminarians, youth and Catholic 

families?  Please contribute using the form below. And know that your gift – in any amount 

– is greatly appreciated! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Most Reverend Joseph G. Hanefeldt 

Bishop of Grand Island 
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PARISH INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

1st Drawing – To be held in January 2022 – One Parish will be awarded 
Parishes that meet their dollar AND donor goal by December 31st, 2021, will be eligible 
to receive a cash prize equal to their goal amount, up to $5,000 (see example below for 
clarification).  BOTH goals must be met to be eligible.  
 

• Example (Parish goal less than $5,000):  Parish Goal:  $3,500 ~ Donor Goal:  15  
▪ If the parish raises $3,800 with 16 donors by December 31st, the parish 

will be entered into the drawing.  If the parish name is drawn, the 
parish will receive a cash prize of $3,500. 

 

• Example (Parish goal more than $5,000):  Parish Goal:  $10,500 ~ Donor Goal:  35  
▪ If the parish raises $13,000 with 36 donors by December 31st, the 

parish will be entered into the drawing.  If the parish name is drawn, 
the parish will receive a cash prize of $5,000.   

 
2nd Drawing – To be held in April 2022 – One Parish will be awarded 

Parishes that meet their dollar AND donor goal by March 31st will be eligible to receive 
a cash prize equal to their goal amount up to $2,500 (with the exception of the parish that 
won the January drawing).  The cash prize will follow the same logic as examples above. 
 

• Each parish will be provided a poster to display the progress toward the dollar and 
donor goal.  Several parishes have seen success by simply placing a visible progress 
thermometer in a high traffic area and we HIGHLY recommend using them.  We will 
be sending the posters and the in-pew envelopes at the end of September. 

 

• In order to help parishes who have not met their goal by March 31st, we will send a 
second appeal letter in April to the parishioners of the parishes who have not met 
their dollar goal. 
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TIMETABLE & TALKING POINTS  
 

Themes:    2019/20 Receive     2020/21 Cultivate  2021/22 Share 
 
2021/22 Diocesan Appeal Campaign:  October 16th  – November 21st   

October 15th                 Diocesan Appeal letters mailed  

October 16/17th                Pastor's brief announcement   

October 23/24th                     Pastor's main presentation at ALL Masses    

October 30/31st        2021/22 Diocesan Appeal Sunday (IN-Pew Process)  

November 6/7th                   Parish Stewardship Chair or key parishioner witness/update 

November 13/14th               Parish Stewardship Chair or key parishioner witness/update  

November 20/21st                Pastors’ final push 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

October 16-17th     Pastor/Chair Kickoff Announcement 
• Emphasize the new Theme- SHARE 

• Watch for your letter.  If you didn’t get one, give them an In Pew envelope 

• Share a personal message  
  

October 23-24th     Pastors Annual Appeal Presentation.  SHARE 

• Tell a story, maybe share your discernment into the priesthood, how has the 
Diocesan Appeal helped you on your journey?   

• Reference the scripture verse for this Appeal:   
o 1 Timothy 6:18-19, “Tell them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 

generous, ready to share, thus accumulating as treasure a good foundation for 
the future, so as to win the life that is true life.”   

• Their pledge card and envelope can be dropped in the offertory collection 
 

 October 30-31st     Commitment weekend (In-Pew Process)  
• Place In Pew Envelopes in the pews.   

• Tell parishioners to read the Nov/Dec issue of the West Nebraska Catholic magazine 
for more information on what ministries the Appeal supports. 

• Encourage anyone who has not yet made a pledge to take a few minutes to 
prayerfully consider giving to the Diocesan Appeal.   

• Every pledge counts, and any amount will make a difference. 
• Thank you all for your support.  
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TIMETABLE & TALKING POINTS  
 
November 6-7th  Diocesan Appeal chair/Lay Person 
witness/announcement/update. 

Saint Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6:18-19, “Tell them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 

generous, ready to share, thus accumulating as treasure a good foundation for the future, so 

as to win the life that is true life.”   
The Diocesan Appeal Chair/Chairs or Lay Person announcement is a key step in the success 
of the Appeal.  Please pick someone with energy and a clear understanding of the needs 
related to the funds for the Diocesan Appeal.  The best way to communicate the message is 
someone’s personal story or a story from the parish that has directly impacted 
them.  Couples, youth, retired or single are all good candidates at this point to share their 
story.  I hear a lot about how Higher Ground has been a place where many from our diocese 
have met their husband/wife.  If you know them, ask if they will share their story?  Please 
note that all checks need to be made payable to the Diocesan Appeal.            
  

November 13-14th  Diocesan Appeal chair/Lay Person 
witness/announcement/update 

• (Minimum-Update in bulletin)  Optional for announcing from the pulpit.   
• If you have any additional parishioners who have been impacted by the Diocesan 

Appeal this is a great way to share a story 
• If you have a parent or participant from past year’s Higher Ground, Totus Tuus, 

college student, retired Priest or Seminarian this would be a great weekend to share 
their story.   

 

November 20-21st Pastors Continued Encouragement to Participate!!  
Father, this is the weekend before Thanksgiving and can provide a great transition for 
giving back to the church and the Diocesan Appeal.  

• Thank you to all that have pledged and helped make the Diocesan Appeal a Success 
for 2021/22!!  Let’s do our part here at Parish Name to reach our Goal of $__________ 
and help the Diocese reach its goal of $1.2 Million Dollars.  This year Parish Name 
has been challenged to get more parishioners to participate. So, what do you think, 
can we hit our donor goal of #____!!   

• Let’s all do our part in making these goals a reality for everyone across our Great 
diocese.   
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PARISH RESOURCES 
 

Online Resources 
Resources for bulletins, website, and social media are available online at:  
 

www.gidiocese.org/resources-for-leadership  
 
Diocesan Appeal Email Update 
The Diocesan Appeal update is emailed weekly to the pastor and office secretary.  

 

Thermometer 
In addition to the printed poster we provide, you can also use this resource for your 

bulletin or website.   Follow the instructions to create an accurate thermometer showing 

your giving progress. Print it or share it online:                                                                                                         

http://www.coolfundraisingideas.net/thermometer/ 

 

 
 
The Diocesan Appeal Logo is a representation of the beautiful landmarks that make up our 
Great diocese.  From the beauty of Chimney Rock in the West to the Windmills that run all 
across our sandhills, the Rivers that flow through our diocese, to our Mother Church the 
Cathedral of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary and finally the Holy Spirit that draws us 
all closer to Christ as One Holy and Apostolic church.    
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RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Office of Stewardship & Development: 
 

• Provide parish Appeal resources on the Diocese website  
• Timely enter each gift received. 
• Email weekly progress reports to all parishes, pastors, and DA chairs 
persons  
• Update and report diocesan total contributions on the website and when 
possible, in the West Nebraska Catholic magazine. 
• Mail timely thank you letters from Bishop Hanefeldt to each donor.  Letter 
reflects donor’s parish and donor’s receipt for their records.  
• Mail end of year Giving Summary to donors when applicable 
• Be available to answer your questions: Greg Fisher, Director of Operations      
308-382-6565, Ext. 218, diocesanappeal@gidiocese.org 

Pastors: 
 

• Ask someone to assist as Diocesan Appeal Chairperson. 
• Invite someone to give Lay Witness message during the Campaign 
• Communicate the 2021/22 Diocesan Appeal Theme-SHARE. 
• Use resources provided to help share the vision of the Diocesan Appeal. 
• Encourage each parishioner to participate in the Diocesan Appeal. 
• Encourage parishioners to give in many ways:   

o Mail in their pledge card to the chancery:  2708 Old Fair Road, Grand 
Island, NE 68803. 

o Complete In Pew pledge card on Commitment weekend 
o Place gift in parish collection 
o Give online via gidiocese.org, or My Parish App 
o  https://www.gidiocese.org/diocesan-appeal/give-now. 

• Conduct In-pew process of Giving during Commitment Weekend, October 
30-31stt. Allow parishioners time to complete their pledges and invite them 
to place in offertory or they can mail them directly to the Office of 
Stewardship & Development at the chancery. 

• Publish updates for both the parish and diocese on a regular basis through 
bulletin, parish website and social media. 

• Display thermometer with parish’s progress 
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RESPONSIBILITIES 

Parish Diocesan Appeal Chairperson: 
 

• Assist the pastor in communicating and implementing the Diocesan Appeal 
in the parish. 

• Commit to sharing the parish’s progress/success throughout the Diocesan 
Appeal: October 2021-September 2022. 

• Ask someone or personally give a ‘presentation’, (an example of living as a 
steward) about the importance of the Diocesan Appeal from a personal 
perspective or a way they have benefited from a ministry supported by the 
Diocesan Appeal.  This announcement and witness should reflect on the 
2021/22 Diocesan Appeal Theme - SHARE. 

• Use the Diocesan Appeal resources in print and on your website and social 
media sites (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.)   

**This position is Key to a successful Diocesan Appeal.    

 Parish Stewardship Committee : 
 

• Serve at the discretion of the pastor. 
• Become familiar with the Diocesan Appeal materials.  
• Assist fellow parishioners with any related questions.    

 

Parish Secretary:  
  

• Send all Diocesan Appeal donations received in the offertory each week to: 
Diocese of Grand Island 
ATTN: Diocesan Appeal 
2708 Old Fair Rd 
Grand Island, NE 68803-5221 

o Include checks even if they are made payable to the parish.  
o Add parish return address to each mailing. 
o Send an email to Amy Scheer at ascheer@gidiocese.org with the 

number of gifts/envelopes that you are mailing  
• Share the parish’s goal and progress throughout the appeal.  

o Use the Diocesan Appeal resources in print and on your website 
and social media sites (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.). 

• Contact Amy if any parishioners did not receive the Diocesan Appeal letter. 
 
Note:  The parish does NOT need to provide donor with any end of year report 
for the 2020/21 or 2021/22 Diocesan Appeal 
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