
If you are tired from  

carrying heavy bur-

dens, come to me and 

I will give you rest.”  

Matthew 11:28 CEV  
 

If you or someone you care about, 
are suffering the pain of abuse, the 

Church wants to help.   
 

Please contact our  Victim Assistance 
Line to report Church-related          

incidents of abuse or to seek support 
and find resources. 

1-800-652-2229 
 

English 
Cheryl Albright, M.S. 

 

Elizabeth A. Heidt Kozisek, Ph.D. 
 

En Español 
Leticia Guerrero 

 

Limits of Confidentiality:  
If sexual abuse of a minor is reported, 

the Diocese is required to make a  
report to legal authorities.   

 
You are encouraged to report any 
instances of  abuse directly to law 

enforcement or the  Nebraska   

Child Abuse Reporting Hotline 

Victim Assistance 

He wle t t - Pa ck a rd  Co mpa n y  

Diocese of  
Grand Island 

2708 Old Fair Road 
Grand Island, NE  68803 

308-382-6565 
https://www.gidiocese.org/

safe-environment 
cpo@gidiocese.org 

Child 
Protection 

Office Organizatio

Key Areas of Responsibility: 

• Coordination of Victim               

Assistance Services 

• Coordination of Parish Safe       

Environment Coordinators 

• Program Development  

• Implementation of Safe             

Environment Programming 

• Annual Safe Environment         

Coordinator Workshops  

(Training of Trainers) 

• Parish Site Visits 

• Consultation to Clergy, Parishes 

Staff, Volunteers, and Laity 

• Continuing Education  

• Screening of Youth-Serving     

Volunteers and Staff 

• Coordination with other            

Diocesan Offices 

• Data Collection and Reporting 

for Annual USCCB Charter      

Compliance Audits 

• Collaboration with Community 

Abuse Prevention Efforts 

• Consultation to Diocesan Review 

Board 
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The Diocese of Grand Island Child          
Protection Office was established in 2005.  
The primary mission of the office is to   
carry out the Church's Promise to Protect 
children and youth and Pledge to Heal 
those victimized by sexual abuse; as     
outlined in the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops Charter for the        
Protection of Children and Young People. 
 
The office is served by two part time staff, 
the Program Director and an Outreach 
Coordinator.  The office oversees the Safe 
Environment  Program and Victim          
Assistance Ministry for the Diocese of 
Grand Island.  
 

Phone: (308)382-6565 
Fax: (308)382-6569 
E-mail: cpo@gidiocese.org 
 

Director  
Elizabeth A. Heidt Kozisek, Ph.D. 
(308)379-1949 
bheidt@gidiocese.org  
 

Outreach Coordinator 

Cheryl Albright, M.S. 
(308)440-7644 
calbright@gidiocese.org 
 
 

Not our Compliance, but our Calling  

While the mission of the Child Protection 

Office is to implement the USCCB Charter 

for the Protection of Children and Young    

People in the Diocese of Grand Island, the 

importance of our work goes beyond   

compliance with the Charter.   As Catholic 

Christians we are called to respect the life 

and dignity of every human person.  The 

Charter guides us in action to our calling.  

Our calling furthers the Gospel message of 

Christ. 

 Not Retribution, but Reverence 

The USCCB Charter, and the policy and   

actions of the Child Protection Office  are 

not a matter of retribution for past wrongs, 

but a matter of looking out for the needs of  

others—their healing, safety, support, and 

respect.   As Christ said, “Whatever you do 

for the least of my brothers you do for 

me.” 

Not Managing Risk, but Modeling 
Right Relationships  
Safe environment programs are more than 

“risk management,” focusing on actions to 

reduce the risk of abuse, to reduce further 

damage to our children and our Church.  

Safe Environment Programs  involve 

modeling Christ, creating for children 

the kind of loving relationships that 

Christ teaches about in His Gospel 

Message.  Every protective message to 

the children, whether  noting their 

unique and special creation, their   

dignity as a person, or the true mean-

ing of love in relationships furthers the 

Gospel  message of Christ. 

Not merely Programs, Policies, 

and Procedures, but  Who and 

How We Are  

Our efforts are more than a program 

with requirements to be checked off 

on a list.  Healing those who have 

been harmed,  preventing abuse, and     

modeling right relationships are an 

inherent part of who and how we are 

called to be—who and how we are 

with children and youth. 

 

“And whoever receives one child  
such as this in my name receives me.  

Whoever causes one of these little ones 
who believe in me to sin, it would be  

better for him to have a great millstone 
hung around his neck and to be drowned 

in the depths of the sea.” 
Matthew 18: 4-5 

Office of Child Protection 
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