
“We continue to have a special care 
for and a commitment to reaching 
out to the victims of sexual abuse 
and their families. The damage 

caused by sexual abuse of minors  
is devastating and long-lasting.  
 

 We apologize to them for the 
grave harm that has been         
inflicted on them, and we offer 
our help for the future.  
 

The loss of trust that is often the 
consequence of such abuse     
becomes even more tragic when 
it leads to a loss of the faith that 
we have a sacred duty to foster.  
 

We make our own the words of 
His Holiness, Saint John Paul II: 
that the  sexual abuse of 
young people is  
‘by every standard wrong and 
rightly considered a crime by 
society; it is also an appalling 
sin in the eyes of God .’ ” 

(Address to the Cardinals of the 
United States and Conference 

Officers, April 23, 2002) 
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If you are tired from  

carrying heavy burdens, 

come to me and I will 

give you rest.”  

Matthew 11:28 CEV  
 

If you, or someone you care about, are        
 suffering the pain of abuse, the Church 

wants to help.  Please contact one of our 
Victim Assistant Coordinators to report 
Church-related incidents of abuse or to 

seek support and find resources. 
 

1-800-652-2229 
 

English 
Cheryl Albright, M.S. 

Elizabeth A. Heidt Kozisek, Ph.D. 
 
 

En Español 
Leticia Guerrero 

 

Limits of Confidentiality:  
If sexual abuse of a minor is reported, the 

Diocese is required to make a report to legal 
authorities.  You are encouraged to report 

instances of  abuse directly to  
law enforcement or the  

  Nebraska Child Abuse Reporting Hotline 
1-800-652-1999 



Resources 

• Reporting abuse is one of the first, 
and most difficult steps in finding 
help and healing.  Victim Assistance 
Coordinators and the Office of Child 
Protection are available to provide 
resources, guidance, and support to 
those  reporting abuse to the Church 
or  legal authorities. 

 

• Helping individuals and families find 
resources for support and coping is 
one of the primary tasks of Victim 
Assistance services.  Coordinators 
connect individuals and families with 
Church-sponsored and community -
based resources. 

 

• Healing resources are provided 
through victim assistance.  Such   
resources include referrals for   
counseling, spiritual direction,  and 
healing retreats. 

 

Point of Contact 

Victim Assistance Coordinators serve as 
a point of contact with the Church for 
any individual reporting abuse by 
Church personnel.  Coordinators strive 
to be person-centered and trauma-
sensitive,  making the process of         
reporting abuse, seeking justice, and  
initiating reconciliation as non-
threatening as possible. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 

to bring glad tidings to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim  

liberty to captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 

go free, and to proclaim a year  
acceptable to the Lord.  

Luke 4:18-19 

 

Throughout the centuries, the        

Roman Catholic Church has been a 

champion for social justice and the 

dignity of life.  She has stood for the 

rights and needs of the most         

vulnerable.  Yet, in her very midst, 

was tremendous suffering, indignity, 

and injustice; her very own children 

suffering abuse at the hands of 

those charged with protecting their 

dignity. 
 

Today the Church continues her call 

to bring about justice and healing, 

but with new insight.  Today we are 

called to tend to those whose injus-

tice was the result of the actions and 

inaction of those who represented 

themselves as Roman Catholics. 
 

The Diocesan Victim Assistance    

Ministry is one tool that assists us in 

answering our call to promote social 

justice, value the dignity of life, and 

truly love one another. 
 

 

The Victim Assistance Ministry 

offers outreach to individuals who have 

suffered the pain of abuse, especially 

those who have experienced abuse by 

clergy.  The program provides hope and 

healing by offering outreach /support, 

connecting individuals with resources, 

and serving as a point of contact with  

the Church for those seeking justice  

and reconciliation. 
 

Outreach 
“We know that after such profound hurt,  

healing and reconciliation are beyond  
human capacity alone. It is God’s grace  

and mercy that will lead us forward,  
trusting Christ’s promise:  

‘for with God all things are possible 
(Matthew 19:26).’”  

USCCB Charter for the Protection of  
Children and Young People 2005 

 

• Victim Assistance Coordinators are  
available through our 24 hour Victim 
Assistance Line (1-800-652-2229) to 
offer outreach and support.  Face to 
face meetings can also be scheduled 
at the Chancery Office. 

 

• Masses and Prayer Services with  
 special intentions for healing and     

prevention of abuse are coordinated 
by the Child Protection Office.   

 Materials are also available for      
parishes organizing a mass or prayer 
service or individual use in prayer. 

 

Hope and Healing 


