
VOCATION PLAN

The new plan is, in part, a response to Bishop 
Hanefeldt’s sobering letter detailing the critical priest 
shortage our diocese is facing. However, the new plan is 
not focused solely on the priesthood, but on all voca-
tions, including marriage and consecrated life. The goal 
is to educate and inspire both children and adults, and 
to open all hearts to God’s call.

The Diocese of Grand Island is unveiling a 
new plan to “Ignite a Culture of Vocations” 
throughout our diocese. 

Igniting a Culture of Vocations

The Universal Vocation is Love 
“Creating the human race in His own image and continually 
keeping it in being, God inscribed in the humanity of man and 
woman the vocation of love and communion. Love is therefore 
the fundamental and innate vocation of every human being.” 
~Saint John Paul II

Four Key Areas of the 
New Vocation Plan

Prayer
Ask the Lord to inspire 

young people to embrace 
their true vocation

Education
Form young people at 

every grade level to under-
stand each vocation

Discernment
Help teens and young 

adults actively listen for 
the Lord’s call

Inspiration
Ignite a passion in support 

of all vocations in our 
diocese



JANUARY 31

Support Our Seminarians Day
We’re declaring the Feast of St. John Bosco as a day 
to support our seminarians! A variety of activities are 
planned for schools and Faith Formation classes, includ-
ing Zoom calls with seminarians and special postcards 
kids can color and mail. 

ONGOING

Learn to Discern 
Teen Vocation Workbook
Just as we counsel teens on choosing 
a career path, we should offer support 
as they think about their vocations. 
The Learn to Discern workbook has 
excellent readings, discussion ques-
tions, and assignments. The diocese 
is inviting all Confirmation students 
to complete the booklet before re-
ceiving the sacrament.

 
FIRST WEEK OF NOVEMBER

Vocation Lessons Curriculum
Catholic schools should be fertile soil for vocations! All 
schools in our diocese are asked to use the Vocation Lessons 
online curriculum, which teaches kids at every grade level 
about marriage, priesthood, religious life, and how to listen 
to God’s call. Visit www.VocationLessons.com 
TEACHER LOGIN: queenofvocations 
STUDENT LOGIN: marymostholy

MAY

Vocation Books for First Communicants
Parishes are asked to consider giving all second-grade 
students a special book that has a vocation theme. The book 
planned for 2023 is The Unsolvable Problem, by Mother Clare 
Matthiass, CFR. It’s a beautifully illustrated, delightful true 
story that teaches kids about religious life with humor, verve, 
and imagination. 

BEGINNING IN AUGUST 2022

New Diocesan Prayer for  
Vocational Discernment
Bishop Hanefeldt has written a new Prayer for Vocational Dis-
cernment and is asking all parishes to pray it at every Mass.

Lord Jesus, you said to your disciples, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” Give young people the gift of discernment, to find their way and embrace their true vocation,  the life for which you have created them.
In all that lies before them,  
help them discern a life that is pleasing to you,  whether to Christian marriage,  
to the priesthood,  
or the consecrated religious life. 
Send your Holy Spirit to inspire them.  Grant them the grace to embrace a life of joyful service.  
Fulfill their desires to make a generous gift  of themselves to others, after your example.  Give them the loving support of family and friends as they prayerfully discern their vocation in this life.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen
+Joseph G. Hanefeldt, Bishop of Grand Island

Prayer for Vocational 
Discernment
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Prayer

SEP 24, FEB 2, APRIL 30, JUNE 16

Holy Hours for Vocations
There is an undeniable link between Eucharistic Adoration 
and a thriving vocations culture! In 2022-2023, parishes are 
asked to hold special Holy Hours for Vocations. The Voca-
tion Office has booklets available to guide the Holy Hour.

NOVEMBER 2022 & ONGOING

Vocation Crucifix in Schools and Parishes
Schools are asked to revive the “Vocation Crucifix” program, 
whereby a special crucifix travels to a new class each week. 
Each day has a special set of prayers for children to pray 
aloud. Parishes can also use this program, sending the cruci-
fix home with a new family each week.

Education



OCTOBER 2-6

Busy Person’s Retreat
The Newman Center at UNK and 
Chadron hold a retreat each year that 
is very well-attended by students, 
and include spiritual directors from 
various dioceses and religious orders. 
The theme is encountering Jesus and 
learning ways to discern one’s direc-
tion in life.

NOVEMBER

High School Seminary Trip
Visiting a seminary is one of the best 
ways to “demystify” the priesthood 
for teens. When they visit, young men 
participate in prayer, talks, sports, 
and meals with seminarians. Open 
to all high school juniors, from both 
Catholic schools and public schools.

NOVEMBER

High School Convent Trip
Is being a sister boring? Not at all!  
When teen girls visit the School 
Sisters of Christ the King, they learn 
about convent life and the vital mis-
sion of the sisters. They pray together, 
share meals, and get to talk with real 
sisters who share about their lives. 

SPRING 2023

Andrew & Miriam Dinners
Bishop Hanefeldt and Vocation 
Director Fr. Neal Hock are planning 
special dinners at our two Newman 
Centers. Our priests are invited to 
join young people for a night focused 
on vocations, including prayer, din-
ner, and sharing vocations stories.

FALL & SPRING SEMESTERS

College Discernment Groups
Discerning one’s vocation isn’t just a 
“me and God” process—it’s best done 
with the help of other like-minded 
companions. Our hope is to begin 
special men’s and women’s discern-
ment groups at both UNK and Chad-
ron Newman Center, using a new 
student-led method developed by Fr. 
Michael Pratt of Tulsa.

SUMMER

Youth Events Focused  
on Vocations
In 2022-2023, we are cooperating 
with various youth leaders to make 
Vocations a central theme, especially 
at our summer events.

Discernment
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Beginning this August, 
Bishop Hanefeldt is 
asking parishes to 
begin praying this 
Prayer for Vocational 
Discernment at all 
Masses. Prayer cards 
and stickers will be 
distributed to parish-
es this summer.

How You Can Help
The Vocation Plan is not just the work 
of the Vocation Office! It requires the 
enthusiastic support of priests, educa-
tors, youth ministers, Serrans, and many 
others. All are encouraged to find some 
role to play. Keep in mind this is not an 
exhaustive list, so please feel free to be 
creative in your parish and school!

Inspiration & Communication

FIRST WEEK OF NOVEMBER

National Vocation 
Awareness Week
All parishes are asked to make an all-out effort 
to celebrate National Vocations Awareness 
Week. This is a time for parish staff and leader-
ship to be creative and find grassroots ways to 
encourage young people to consider Christian 
marriage, priesthood, and religious life. The 
diocese will be sending out packets in October 
to facilitate the celebration of this week.

ONGOING

Diocesan 
Communications
We’re coordinating with diocesan staff to 
make vocations a priority in our magazine, 
social media, videos, and other communi-
cations. Our goal is to ignite a passion in 
support of all vocations in our diocese.

APRIL 30, 2023

World Day of Prayer  
for Vocations
The entire Church unites to pray for vocations 
on the Fourth Sunday of Easter. We would like 
to make this a special day in our diocese, with 
rosaries, holy hours, and other programs to 
“beg the harvest master to send forth laborers 
for his harvest.”
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Lord Jesus, you said to your disciples, 

“I am the way, the truth and the life.” 

Give young people the gift of discernment, 

to find their way and embrace their true vocation,  

the life for which you have created them.

In all that lies before them,  

help them discern a life that is pleasing to you,  

whether to Christian marriage,  

to the priesthood,  

or the consecrated religious life. 

Send your Holy Spirit to inspire them.  

Grant them the grace to embrace a life of joyful 

service.  
Fulfill their desires to make a generous gift  

of themselves to others, after your example.  

Give them the loving support of family and friends 

as they prayerfully discern their vocation in this life.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen

+Joseph G. Hanefeldt, Bishop of Grand Island

Prayer for Vocational 
Discernment
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Prayer for Vocational 

Discernment
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